
now elevated without any appearance of consciousness, and the limb
was removed by the double flap incisions, about three inches above
the knee.
Upon the lad arousing from the state of insensibility, he inquired

whether the leg was off". He said he did not know when the incisions
were made, but did when the bone was sawed, though it was evident it
was not pain which he felt, but the jar of the system, as has been ex-
pressed by older patients when under the effects of ether. After secur-
ing the arteries, several stitches were taken, when the lad was in his
natural state ; of this he complained bitterly, and to such an extent that
the gas was again given. I now cut off a portion of the popliteal
nerve, which might have been pressed between the lower flap and bone,
and took the last stitch. Of these he was totally unconscious. Up to
the present time the patient has been mending ; not the slightest bad
symptom has followed as the eflect of the gas, and every anticipation is
cherished of a speedy recovery, under the care of his able physician
Dr. Hall.
I am thus particular in recounting the effects of the gas, similar in so

many respects to that of ether, because, although it has been freely used
in slighter cases, it has never before to my knowledge been used in a

capital operation. On the present occasion it has proved itself decidedly
the best of the two agents. I hope others will now be induced to try
further what may be accomplished with the nitrous oxide, which invites
their scrutiny. But let them be sure that it is well prepared and tho-
roughly washed, or it may sometimes fail. I believe it to be more sure,
pleasantcr and safer than ether, though others, on trial, may differ from
me. Ether has especially failed upon children ; the gas, thus far, has
done much better, and, prepared as it should be, has not as yet proved
valueless. P. W. Ellsworth.
Hartford, Conn., Jan. 8, 1848.

ETHERIZATION.
IConimnnicaleü lor the Huston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

More than a year has now elapsed since the first cautious trials of ether
as an anodyne. The doubts of the timid and the protests of self-con-
stituted guardians of the public safety, have all disappeared, and we

agree in awarding to this new remedy a high rank among the blessings
of mankind. Its character is simply that of an anodyne, leaving none
of the unpleasant after effects of drugs administered in the alimentary
canal. It is not to be looked to for permanent remedial effect, al-
though these may incidentally occur. It annuls pain and promotessleep. Hence, however useful it has proved itself in surgery, its employ-
ment is destined to be vastly greater in clinical medicine and midwifery.
As far as my observation goes, there is no form of pain incident to the
human frame in which it is improper to use it. Its effects are very
grateful in all spasmodic diseases, in colic, especially painter's colic, in
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inflammations, in nervous headache, in neuralgia and rheumatism, and
though temporary, sometimes confer upon the patient a whole night's rest.Among the causes which have retarded its more general adoption in
this country, and in Europe, where they have seized upon it with more

avidity than in the land of its nativity, is the discussion about the best
form of apparatus for its exhibition. In this neighborhood it is generally
admitted that the only apparatus necessary is a concave sponge, to bo
held, saturated with ether, over the mouth and nose. The only incon-
venience of this mode of application is, that its repeated use, in various
diseases, gives rise to an eczematous inflammation about the mouth and
lips. This may be always obviated by covering the face with a piece ofoiled silk, with holes cut for the mouth and nostrils.
The newly introduced agent, the chloroform, is still more irritating

to the skin and prolabia. It is easy to devise funnel-shaped instruments
to obviate the evils caused by its contact, but I apprehend it will only be
necessary to place the sponge, holding the chloroform, in a small open-
mouthed phial fastened in the middle of a silk handkerchief, and tie the
corners of it over the head. This latter agent is so much more portable
and agreeable, that if its effects are found to be as certain and satisfac-
tory, and its present cost can bo made more moderate, it will supersede
the use of the ether. A. L. Peirson.

Salem, Jan. 10th, 1848.

THE ORIGIN OF VACCINE VIRUS.
To tho Bditor of tho Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sin,—An apology may appear to you necessary for so long a period
of silence on a subject of so much importance as the origin of vaccine
virus. It has been a subject of controversy among medical men for the
last fifty years.
Perhaps the experiments which I made with variolous virus in Octo-

ber, 1835, may throw some light on the subject.* 1 resided at that time
in the town of Attleborough. For this act I lost my practice, and was

compelled to leave my native State and seek a new location. I remov-
ed to Greenville, Illinois, early in the spring of 1836, and remained there
until the spring of 1843. 1 returned home in bad health, with a broken
constitution. Since my return my health has gradually improved, and I
am now about to enter anew upon the duties of my profession. While
at tho West, I read of Dr. Creely's or Ceely's experiments, with vario-
lous virus. I addressed a note to Dr. Fisher, of Boston, on the subject,
in January, 1840. I suspected the gentleman from England had bor-
rowed his idea from a certain guessing, experimenting Yankee, who had
in 1835 communicated the results of his experiments to Dr. Fisher, and
that Dr. Fisher had communicated the same to his friend Dr. Creely, as
no other individual was in the secret except Dr. Fisher ; and this ac-

• See Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, vol. xxv., p. 2C5—8.
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